
AAA 201: Introduction to Asian/Asian American Studies (3) MPF 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	  
Professor Terry K. Park, Ph.D. 

Email: parkt@miamioh.edu 
Class: Mon/Wed/Fri 

Section A: 11:30am – 12:25pm, UPH 229 
Section B: 2:30pm – 3:25pm, UPH 365 

Office: Upham 220 
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 4:00 – 5:00pm  

And by appointment 
Office Phone Number: (513) 529-0942 

Mailbox: Department of German, Russian, Asian & Middle Eastern Languages & Cultures (GREMLAC), 
 170 Irvin Hall 

	  



 
Course Description.            
Since the mid-nineteenth century, Americans have viewed Asia as alien, mysterious, alluring, repressed and have 
alternately been compelled by and frightened by what they have regarded as incommensurable cultural differences 
between the United States and Asia. In addressing this, we will focus on the following themes: colonialism and 
nationalism, national and ethnic identities, emigration and immigration, and popular culture and mass media, as a 
way to put in perspective, if not dispel, prevailing stereotypes of Asian and Asian America and gain a more complex 
and nuanced understanding of the complex and rich geo-political, cultural and historical terrain of Asia/ Asian 
America. 
	  
This course is designed to provide a general introduction to the related disciplines of Asian Studies and Asian 
American Studies and to familiarize students with some of the major debates, points of connection and contention. 
We will consider how “Asia” and “Asian America” are defined geopolitically and strategically to allow us to develop a 
critical view about Asian and Asian American studies in a transnational frame. Through an examination of fiction, film 
and sociological works, students will acquire a better understanding about what is being researched in this field. IIB, 
IIC, IIIB CUL, H. CAS-B, CAS-C. 
 
This course is organized into two distinct units: 
 

• Unit 1: Histories of Asia/ Asia America (Week 1-8)	  
• Unit 2: Contemporary Issues of Asia/ Asian America (Week 10-15)	  

	  
I reserve the right to alter the syllabus at any point during the semester. 
 
Required Texts.             
The following books are available at the Miami University Bookstore-Shriver, DuBois Book Store, Follett’s Miami Co-
op for purchase. Copies are also available on reserve for a 2-hour loan at King Library:  
 

• A New History of Asian America by Shelley Sang-Hee Lee 

• Vietnamerica: A Family’s Journey by GB Tran  
• American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang  

• M. Butterfly by David Henry Hwang  
	  
Required articles will be on the course Niihka under the “Resources” tab in the “Articles” folder. Required 
films can be watched on your computer from the course Niihka under the “Resources” tab in the “Films” 
folder. 
 
Also, please watch the new television show Fresh Off the Boat, which will air this February on ABC. We will discuss 
it from time to time as it relates to the materials, concepts, and course themes. 
 
Course Objectives.            
Because this course is an introductory survey, emphasis is placed on developing the critical skills necessary to 
undertake studies in Asian and Asian American Studies. In line with the global Miami Plan, by the end of this course 
you should be able to: 
 
1. Communicate and act respectfully across linguistic and cultural differences in such a manner that 
demonstrates a commitment to understanding differences based on race, age, gender, class, ability and sexuality 
without resorting to a simple and offensive othering of peoples or cultures; 
 
2. Explore and understand your place in the world in relation to changing global dynamics. In particular, you will be 
working not only to further your understanding about Asia/Asian America but you will be directly engaging in 
learning opportunities that invite you to think critically about global issues, trends, and problems. 
 
3. Consider issues pertinent to Asia/Asian America both in terms of relationships between Asia and the United 
States, but also with the Americas more broadly and within the context of global migration. 
 



4. Compare and contrast the uneven experiences of globalization in Asia, Asian American contexts and Asian 
diasporic settings.  
 
5. Understand the complex interplay of global forces in such a way that you gain a kind of cultural literacy for 
understanding what it means to be a global citizen in an increasingly transnational world. 
 
MIAMI PLAN PRINCIPLES: 
 
This course fulfills the Miami Plan and will engage the following objectives: 
 
THINKING CRITICALLY: You will be asked to think critically about materials that are likely to be unfamiliar to you. 
In particular, you will be applying critical thinking and writing skills to understand the intersections of race, class, 
gender and sexuality in an Asian/Asian American frame in your papers. 
 
UNDERSTANDING CONTEXTS: You will be working to understand the place of Asian/Asian American cultures/ 
politics/histories in a global world. You will grapple with the contexts which shape Asians and Asian Americans— 
historical, sociological, and political—and will be applying your understanding of these issues in your papers and 
exams. 
 
ENGAGING WITH OTHER LEARNERS: You will engage with other learners in a variety of ways. The course will 
create a generally open environment for discussion of difficult and unfamiliar material.  
 
REFLECTING AND ACTING: To reflect on what you’ve learned, you will be asked to consider how a direct and 
engaged conversation enables a more complex understanding of Asian and Asian American cultures. 
	  

HOWE WRITING CENTER 

As a writer you will want to seek feedback from many different readers, and as part of that process I encourage you 
to visit the Howe Writing Center here at Miami. The writing consultants are experienced writers and fellow students 
who have taken a semester-long course to prepare them to work with peer writers. They’re ready and able to talk 
with you about your writing at any stage in the process and for any course you are taking. You can make an 
appointment online at whichever of the five locations across campus is most convenient for you. I encourage you to 
visit their web site for more information: www.miamioh.edu/writingcenter. 

 

Required Course Assignments:           

1) Reading Quizzes (12), 10% 
2) Blog Posts (5), 30% 
3) Blog Post Responses (3), 5%  
4) Midterm Exam, 20% 
5) Final Project, 20% 
6) Attendance/Participation, 15% 
 
 
1) Reading Quizzes (12) 
 
Each week (except the week of midterms and the last week), one pop quiz will be given. Each quiz will consist of 4-5 
multiple choice questions based on assigned course materials (readings, novels, films). There will be no makeup 
quizzes. The two lowest quiz scores will be dropped at the end of the semester. 
 
2) Blog Posts (5) 
 
One of the key objectives of this course is to develop analytical/critical thinking skills. To fulfill this objective, you will 
post 5 750-word (min.) responses on the course WordPress to a prompt that will be provided. You will be graded on 
four elements:  
 



• Thesis 
• Critical analysis 
• Use of course materials, concepts, and themes 
• Writing (grammar, spelling, organization)   

 
You may also revise one of the first three blog posts; the final grade of the revised blog post will be an average of 
the original blog grade + the revised blog grade.  
 
One or more extra credit blog posts may be offered.  
 
Each blog post will be due on the course WordPress as listed on the course schedule. Late posts will NOT be 
accepted. 
 
3) Blog Post Responses (3) 
 
In addition to your blog posts, you will also comment thoughtfully and constructively to a single blog post for the 
first three blog prompts (75 words min.). Each response must respond to three different authors to receive full credit. 
Deadlines are listed on the course schedule. 
 
4) Midterm Exam 
 
The midterm exam will cover course materials (academic texts, novels, films), lectures, and discussion from the first 
half of the course on Asian American history. It will consist of short IDs and 1 short essay question. There will be no 
makeup exam. A study guide will be provided and an entire class will be devoted to preparing students for the 
exam. The midterm will take place in class on Friday, March 20.  
 
5) Final Group Project 
 
You will be given two options for the final project, both of which will incorporate: 
 

• Working in groups of 2-4 
• A 5-7 minute creative presentation during your section’s final exam period 
• A 750-word minimum analytical essay by each participant 
• A 200-word assessment of the participant’s experience working with the other group members 

 
Option 1: Yellow Peril/Model Minority Myth. You will create a multimedia production that will incorporate one or 
more keywords from Unit 1 and one or more terms from Unit 2 to critically analyze a dominant representation of 
Asian/Asian Asian Americans as yellow peril and/or model minority. Students are strongly encouraged to be creative 
in their presentations—you may make a video, write a short play or skit, produce a website, a Wiki page, a Tumblr 
feed, a Twitter page, a Facebook page, create an art exhibit, etc. A prompt with more specific guidelines will be 
handed out.  
 
Option 2: Asian American Superheroes. This will entail a paper or digital poster that imagines an “Avengers”-style 
team of superheroes. That is, you will create a series of panels that uses one or more keywords from Unit 1 to 
critically narrate the origin story of your superhero (drawing from Unit 2: Histories) as well as how your team of 
superheroes uses their “special powers” to overcome a contemporary example of the Yellow Peril and/or the Model 
Minority Myth (drawing from Unit 3: Contemporary Issues). A prompt with specific guidelines will be handed out. 
 
For either option, you will be graded on 4 components: 
 

• The proposal  
• The critical incorporation of course terms, readings, themes, and discussions into your cultural production 
• The creativity of your cultural production  
• The critical depth of your response essay 
• The evaluative content of your self/group assessment  

 
The final exam date is: 
 

• Section A: Wednesday, May 13, 10:15am-12:15pm 



• Section B: Wednesday, May 13, 3-5pm 
 

You will also need to submit a final project proposal (due as noted in the schedule). The proposal will count 
towards 5% of the total final project grade. 

 A 750 word-minimum proposal of the proposed topic will include: 
 

• Historical context (when) 
• Cultural context (where) 
• Cultural discourse/site you’ll be analyzing (who/what) 
• 3-4 research questions 
• 3-4 texts you’ll be drawing on (fully cited) 
• 3-4 keywords/terms you’ll be using in your analysis 
• A concrete plan for the project’s completion, with clear roles articulate for each member of the group 

 
7) Attendance/Participation 
Attendance is mandatory. Students are required to attend the full length of all classes, turn in all assignments, and 
actively participate in discussion.  
 
Students are responsible for obtaining all hand-outs, information, and notes provided in class. Arrive on time to 
lecture and discussion section. Attendance will be taken regularly. You are allowed three absences for any 
reason. Upon your 4th absence, you will receive a failing grade for attendance/participation. Upon your 8th 
absence you will fail the course. Please tell me if you are to be excused for religious holidays known to the 
university administration, but you need not contact me about a routine personal absence. If you miss a class, it 
is your responsibility to obtain notes from a classmate and to make up any work missed.  
 
Participation grades interpret how much you have taken responsibility for your own enrichment over the semester 
beyond the bare minimum: are you consistently engaged with classroom conversation? Are you intellectually 
curious about the material? Do you make use of office hours? Doing well in this area can mean the difference 
between one grade and another.  
 
  
LATE WORK POLICY: Late work is not accepted, except in cases of documented emergency. 
 
Technology Policy             

Cell phones should be completely shut off and left in your bag for the whole class. You may not receive messages, 
do text-messaging or web-browsing, or use any other like technology. Laptops are not permitted in this class 
unless an in-class activity calls for them; if so, I’ll post an announcement on Niihka. Use of cell phones, laptops, 
or any other technology will result in a significant attendance/participation penalty. I may also ask you to leave class.   

HELLA STRICT E-MAIL POLICY, SRSLY.          

All e-mail correspondence with the instructor must be properly formatted with a greeting and salutation and must be 
grammatically correct; otherwise, I will delete your e-mail message and will choose not to respond. Remember, this 
is a professional environment. This means do not text-email, type in emoticons, swear, or use slang that is so 
obscure I will feel older than I actually am, etc.  

Plagiarism.             
Work must be your own, with sources documented properly. Plagiarism is defined as your incorporating of, 
regardless of length, any other person’s ideas, written work, website material, summary notes material, intellectual 
property, unattributed quotations, improperly cited quotations, insufficiently changed paraphrases, word-by-word 
copying, and/or direct importing of the spirit of someone else's intellectual work without giving due credit to all of 
your sources. Assignments must be written by you. Plagiarism is not merely dishonest; it is a major infringement of 
university and larger societal rules. Accordingly, all cases of suspected plagiarism will be submitted to the university; 
academic and course penalties will be decided subsequently. If you have any unanswered questions about what 
constitutes plagiarism, please ask me. Please consult the Miami Student Handbook for more information:  
 
http://www.miami.muohio.edu/documents_and_policies/handbook/academic_regulations/acadregspv.cfm 
 



	  
Accommodations: 
 
If you need any form of academic accommodations, please see me as soon as possible. I want to make sure 
everyone’s needs are met. 
 
 
This course contains ideas that are illegal in the state of Arizona: todos somos Arizona. For more information on Arizona’s 
HB 2281, please visit:  
http://www.azleg.gov/legtext/49leg/2r/bills/hb2281p.pdf  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/04/30/arizona-ethnic-studies-cl_n_558731.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COURSE SCHEDULE (Instructor reserves the right to amend the schedule as needed.)   
 

Date Readings & Films Blog Posts 
Week 1   
1/26 • Introduction to Asian and Asian American Studies 

 
 

1/28 • Ronald Takaki, “The Centrality of Racism in Asian American History” // 
Niihka 

• Film: Clip from “Race—the Power of an Illusion; Episode 1: The Differences 
Between Us” (watch in class) 

 

 

1/30 • Film: “Race—the Power of an Illusion; Episode 2: The Story We Tell” // Niihka 
• Ian F. Haney Lopez, “The Social Construction of Race” // Niihka 
 

 

Week 2   
2/2 • Keyword, “Empire” // Niihka 

• Edward Said, Orientalism, section II only // Niihka 
• Video: Edward Said and Sut Jhally on Orientalism (watch in class) 

 

 

2/4 • Shelley Sang-Hee Lee, “Orientalism before Asian America,” pp. 5-26 
• Film: Clips from Ancestors in the Americas (watch in class) 

 

 

2/6 • Lee, “The Asian Diaspora in the Pre-Exclusion Years”  
 

 

Week 3   
2/9 • Lee, “The Asian Diaspora in the Pre-Exclusion Years”  

• Start reading Mary Paik Lee, A Quiet Odyssey 
 

 

2/11 • Lee, “Making a Living: The Politics and Economics of Work before the 
1930s” 
 

 

2/13 • Lee, “Racism and the Anti-Asian Movements” 
 

Blog Post #1 – 
Orientalism,  
Race, & Yellow 
Peril, Due Monday, 
2/16, 10am 

Week 4    
2/16 • Judith Lorber, “’Night To His Day’: The Social Construction of Gender” // 

Niihka 
 

 

2/18 • Okihiro, “Recentering Women” // Niihka 
 

 

2/20 • Lee, “Social Intimacy and Asian American Communities before World War II” 
 

 

Week 5   
2/23 • Lee, “Response and Resistance” 

 
 

2/25 • Lee, “Americanization, Modernity, and the Second Generation through the 
1930s 

• Henry Yu, “Ethnicity” // Niihka 
 

 

2/27 • Film: Forbidden City USA // Niihka 
 

Blog Post #2 – 
Quiet Odyssey, 
Due Monday, 3/2, 
10am 

Week 6   
3/2 • Lee, “Asian Americans and the Crucible of World War II” 

 
 



3/4 • Lee, “Asian Americans and the Crucible of World War II” 
 

 

3/6 • Lee, “Asian America in the Early Cold War Years” 
 

 

Week 7   
3/9 • Lee, “The Watershed of 1965 and the Remaking of Asian America” 

 
 

3/11 • Lee, “The Vietnam War, Southeast Asians, and the Transformation of Asian 
America” 
 

 

3/13 • Lee, “The Vietnam War, Southeast Asians, and the Transformation of Asian 
America” 
 

 

Week 8   
3/16 • Film: A Song For Ourselves // Niihka 

 
Blog Post #3 – 
Vietnamerica, Due 
Monday, 3/16, 
10am 

3/18 • Midterm Exam Prep 
 

 

3/20 Midterm Exam 
 

 

Week 9 Spring Break  
   
   
   
Week 10 Model Minority Myth  
3/30 • Frank Wu, “The Model Minority Myth: Asian American ‘Success’ as a Race 

Relations Failure,” pp. 39-49 // Google Books 
 

 

4/1 
 

• Wu, “The Model Minority Myth: Asian American ‘Success’ as a Race 
Relations Failure,” pp. 49-67 // Google Books 

•  

 

4/3 • Wu, “The Model Minority Myth: Asian American ‘Success’ as a Race 
Relations Failure,” pp. 67-79 // Google Books 

• Film: “Pass or Fail in Cambodia Town” // Niihka 
 

 

Week 11 Vincent Chin and Anti-Asian Violence  
4/6 • Film: Who Killed Vincent Chin? // Niihka 

 
 

4/8 
 

• Helen Zia, “Detroit Blues: ‘Because of You Motherfuckers’” // Niihka 
 

 

4/10 • Scott Kurashige, “Detroit and the Legacy of Vincent Chin” 
 

 

Week 12 Sa-I-Gu  
4/13 • Jennifer Lee, “Striving for the American Dream: Struggle, Success, and 

Intergroup Conflict among Korean Immigrant Entrepreneurs” // Niikha 
 

 

4/15 
 

• Film: Sa-I-Gu (watch in class) 
 

Blog Post #4 – 
What Killed 
Vincent Chin? Due 
Wednesday, 4/15, 
10am 

4/17 • Elaine Kim, "Home is Where the Han Is: A Korean American Perspective on 
the Los Angeles Upheavals" // Niikha 
 

 

Week 13 Grace Lee Project/Linsanity  
4/20 • Lowe, “Heterogeneity, Hybridity, Multiplicity” // Niihka 

 
 

4/22 • Film: The Grace Lee Project // Niihka Final Project 



(No 
class) 
 

 Proposal due at 
10am, Dropbox 
folder 

4/24 
(No 
Class) 

• Film: Linsanity // Niihka 
 

 

Week 14 M. Butterfly and “Yellow Fever”  
4/27 • Film: Slaying the Dragon // Niihka 

 
 

4/29 
 

• M. Butterfly (read entire play before class) 
 

 

5/1 • Film: Yellow Fever 
• Guest Speaker: Kristina Wong 

 

 

Week 15 #TheRealOxfordAsians, “Dead Weight,” and Asian/Asian Americans at Miami  
5/4 • Read tweets by #OxfordAsians and #TheRealOxfordAsians 

 
 

5/6 
 

• Letters by “anonymous faculty member” and response letters from faculty 
members, AAA, and AAA 201 students 
 

Blog Post #5 – 
American Born 
Chinese and Miami 
“Dead Weight,” 
Due Thursday, 
10am 

5/8 Presentations of Final Projects-in-progress   
	  


