AAA 207: Asia and Globalization (3) MPF

	
  

Professor Terry K. Park, Ph.D.
Email: parkt@miamioh.edu
Class: Mon/Wed/Fri
1:00 -1:55pm
Upham 298
Office: Upham 220
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays, 4:00 – 5:00pm
And by appointment
Office Phone Number: (513) 529-0942
Mailbox: Department of German, Russian, Asian & Middle Eastern Languages & Cultures (GREMLAC),
170 Irvin Hall

	
  

Course Description.
The Asian-Pacific region is one of the most dynamic, complex, and challenging focal points of world today. In the
past half-century, many countries in Asia have undergone significant political, economic, social, and cultural
changes, which are tightly intertwined with the concepts and tenets of globalization. With countries such as China
and India on the rise, and global superpowers such as Russia and Japan encountering their own modern
challenges, the Asian continent has been facing a transformation that is at once a response to globalization and
itself a powerful force influencing global community. Accordingly, the course highlights cross-cultural values through
a comparative lens of Asia and globalization, and aims to study recent transformations in Asia and their impact on
its own future and the world. The study will be framed both in the Asian internal context and in the external context
of globalization. The course specifically focuses on, though is not limited to, how external global influence and the
internal cultures of major Asian countries interact with each other in ways that uniquely mark and inform the
economic, social, religious, educational, and cultural transformations in Asia. IIC, IIIB, CUL. CAS-B.

	
  
More specifically, this course, informed by my research and teaching interests in social histories and visual studies
of the Korean War, the Cold War, and Asian American cultural studies, will invite you to explore the multiple and
overlapping relationships between the globalization of Asia and war, militarism, and empire.

	
  
I reserve the right to alter the syllabus at any point during the semester.
Required Texts.
There are no books to be purchased for this course. All readings are book chapters and journal articles that can be
downloaded from the course Niihka under the “Resources” tab in the “Articles” folder. Required films can be
watched on your computer from the course Niikha under the “Resources” tab in the “Films” folder.
In addition to several documentaries and narrative films that you will be watching throughout the semester,
you will be required to watch the entire Korean drama series The Golden Empire (free on DramaFever) for
Unit 3.	
  
Course Objectives.
Because this course is an introductory survey, emphasis is placed on developing the critical skills necessary to
undertake studies of Asia and globalization. In line with the global Miami Plan, by the end of this course you should
be able to:
1. Communicate and act respectfully across linguistic and cultural differences in such a manner that
demonstrates a commitment to understanding differences based on race, age, gender, class, ability and sexuality
without resorting to a simple and offensive othering of peoples or cultures;
2. Explore and understand your place in the world in relation to changing global dynamics. In particular, you will be
working not only to further your understanding about Asia and globalization, but you will be directly engaging in
learning opportunities that invite you to think critically about global issues, trends, and problems.
3. Consider issues pertinent to Asia and globalization both in terms of relationships within Asia, but also with the
United States more broadly and within the context of war, empire, and militarism.
4. Compare and contrast the uneven experiences of globalization in Asia and Asian diasporic settings.
5. Understand the complex interplay of global forces in such a way that you gain a kind of cultural literacy for
understanding what it means to be a global citizen in an increasingly transnational world.
MIAMI PLAN PRINCIPLES:
This course fulfills the Miami Plan and will engage the following objectives:
THINKING CRITICALLY: You will be asked to think critically about materials that are likely to be unfamiliar to you.
In particular, you will be applying critical thinking and writing skills to understand the intersections of race, class,
gender and sexuality in an Asian/Asian American frame in your blog posts, papers, and projects

UNDERSTANDING CONTEXTS: You will be working to understand the place of Asian cultures/ politics/histories in
a global world. You will grapple with the contexts which shape Asians—historical, sociological, and political—and
will be applying your understanding of these issues in your blog posts, papers, and projects.
ENGAGING WITH OTHER LEARNERS: You will engage with other learners in a variety of ways. The course will
create a generally open environment for discussion of difficult and unfamiliar material.
REFLECTING AND ACTING: To reflect on what you’ve learned, you will be asked to consider how a direct and
engaged conversation enables a more complex understanding of Asian cultures.
HOWE WRITING CENTER
As a writer you will want to seek feedback from many different readers, and as part of that process I encourage you
to visit the Howe Writing Center here at Miami. The writing consultants are experienced writers and fellow students
who have taken a semester-long course to prepare them to work with peer writers. They’re ready and able to talk
with you about your writing at any stage in the process and for any course you are taking. You can make an
appointment online at whichever of the five locations across campus is most convenient for you. I encourage you to
visit their web site for more information: www.miamioh.edu/writingcenter.

	
  
Required Course Assignments:
1) Reading Quizzes (12), 10%
2) Group Reading Presentation, 10%
3) Blog Posts (5), 30%
4) Blog Post Responses (3), 5%
5) Final Project, 30%
6) Attendance/Participation, 15%

1) Reading Quizzes (12)
Each week (except the week of midterms and the last week), one pop quiz will be given. Each quiz will consist of 4-5
multiple choice questions based on assigned course materials (readings, novels, films). There will be no makeup
quizzes. The two lowest quiz scores will be dropped at the end of the semester.

2) Group Reading Presentation
Each week of the semester (except for Week 1, 8, 11, and 14), a group of 3 students will give an 8-10 minute
presentation on assigned readings/film for the Friday of that week. You will be expected to cover the following 3
questions:
•
•
•

What is the central argument(s) of the reading(s)/film?
How do the materials define globalization? Do they offer a critical perspective of globalization? If so,
how?
How do the materials relate to the rest of the week’s materials, key concepts, and issues?

Each group will also be expected to offer 3 discussion questions related to the assigned materials.
Students not in the discussion group will be expected to have read the day’s materials and ready to actively engage
with the questions raised by the group.
You will sign up for one Friday during Week 1.

2) Blog Posts (5)
One of the key objectives of this course is to develop analytical/critical thinking skills. To fulfill this objective, you will
post 5 750-word (min.) responses on the course WordPress to a prompt that will be provided. You will be graded on
four elements:
•
•
•
•

Thesis
Critical analysis
Use of course materials, concepts, and themes
Writing (grammar, spelling, organization)

You may also revise one of the first three blog posts; the final grade of the revised blog post will be an average of
the original blog grade + the revised blog grade.
One or more extra credit blog posts may be offered.
Each blog post will be due on the course WordPress as listed on the course schedule. Late posts will NOT be
accepted.
3) Blog Post Responses (3)
In addition to your blog posts, you will also comment thoughtfully and constructively to a single blog post for the
first three blog prompts (75 words min.). Each response must respond to three different authors to receive full credit.
Deadlines are listed on the course schedule.
4) Final Group Project
You will be given two options for the final project, both of which will incorporate:
•
•

•
•
•

Working in groups of 2-4
A 750 word-minimum proposal of the proposed topic. Include: Historical context (when), cultural context
(where), and cultural discourse/site you’ll be analyzing (who/what); 3-4 research questions; 3-4 texts/ you’ll
be drawing on; 3-4 keywords/terms you’ll be using in your analysis; and a concrete plan for the project’s
completion (this will count towards 5% of the final project grade).
A 5-7 minute creative presentation during your section’s final exam period
A 750-word minimum analytical essay by each participant
A 200-word assessment of the participant’s experience working with the other group members

Option 1: Research project on a grassroots NGO (non-governmental organization) based in Asia. More
information on this project will be given later.
Option 2: Alternative Kpop Group/Kdrama. You will either form your own Kpop group or write/perform your own
Kdrama that will critically and creatively address the (dis)contents of globalization in Asia. More specific guidelines
are forthcoming.
For either option, you will be graded on 4 components:
•
•
•
•

The proposal
The critical incorporation of course terms, readings, themes, and discussions into your project
The critical depth of your response essay
The evaluative content of your self/group assessment

The final exam date is:
•

Monday, May 11, 12:45-2:45pm

5) Attendance/Participation
Attendance is mandatory. Students are required to attend the full length of all classes, turn in all assignments, and
actively participate in discussion.

Students are responsible for obtaining all hand-outs, information, and notes provided in class. Arrive on time to
lecture and discussion section. Attendance will be taken regularly. You are allowed three absences for any
reason. Upon your 4th absence, you will receive a failing grade for attendance/participation. Upon your 8th
absence you will fail the course. Please tell me if you are to be excused for religious holidays known to the
university administration, but you need not contact me about a routine personal absence. If you miss a class, it
is your responsibility to obtain notes from a classmate and to make up any work missed.
Participation grades interpret how much you have taken responsibility for your own enrichment over the semester
beyond the bare minimum: are you consistently engaged with classroom conversation? Are you intellectually
curious about the material? Do you make use of office hours? Doing well in this area can mean the difference
between one grade and another.

LATE WORK POLICY: Late work is not accepted, except in cases of documented emergency.
Technology Policy
Cell phones should be completely shut off and left in your bag for the whole class. You may not receive messages,
do text-messaging or web-browsing, or use any other like technology. Laptops are not permitted in this class unless
it is part of a designated class activity. Don’t be late or it will adversely affect your grade. When you email me,
please observe good email netiquette. Treat everyone in the class with respect. If I observe you engaging in any of
these activities, it will count against your participation grade even if I may not call you out on it in class.
HELLA STRICT E-MAIL POLICY, SRSLY.
All e-mail correspondence with the instructor must be properly formatted with a greeting and salutation and must be
grammatically correct; otherwise, I will delete your e-mail message and will choose not to respond. Remember, this
is a professional environment, which means please do not text-email, type in emoticons, swear, or use slang that is
so obscure I will feel older than I actually am, etc.
Plagiarism.
Work must be your own, with sources documented properly. Plagiarism is defined as your incorporating of,
regardless of length, any other person’s ideas, written work, website material, summary notes material, intellectual
property, unattributed quotations, improperly cited quotations, insufficiently changed paraphrases, word-by-word
copying, and/or direct importing of the spirit of someone else's intellectual work without giving due credit to all of
your sources. Assignments must be written by you. Plagiarism is not merely dishonest; it is a major infringement of
university and larger societal rules. Accordingly, all cases of suspected plagiarism will be submitted to the university;
academic and course penalties will be decided subsequently. If you have any unanswered questions about what
constitutes plagiarism, please ask me. Please consult the Miami Student Handbook for more information:
http://www.miami.muohio.edu/documents_and_policies/handbook/academic_regulations/acadregspv.cfm
	
  
Accommodations:
If you need any form of academic accommodations, please see me as soon as possible. I want to make sure
everyone’s needs are met.

	
  
	
  

COURSE SCHEDULE (Instructor reserves the right to amend the schedule as needed.)
Date
Week 1
1/26

Readings & Films
Keywords: Global Studies, Globalization,
Militarization
•
Introduction to Asia and Globalization

1/28

•
•
•

Week 2

The Cold War, Authoritarian Capitalism, Militarized
Modernity, and Export-Oriented Industrialization:
The Rise of the 4 Asian “Tigers”
•
Edward Said, “Orientalism” (excerpt)
•
Ron Robin, “The Discursive Framework:
Modernization Theory,” pp. 29-31?
•
Seungsook Moon, “Rethinking the Framework
for Studying Social Change in East Asian
Studies,” pp. 3-5

2/4

•

•
2/6

•

•

Week 3

Cynthia Enloe, “Crafting a Global ‘Feminist
Curiosity’ To Make Sense of Globalized
Militarism: Tallying Impacts, Exposing
Causes,” pp. 1-18

Kwang Yeong Shin, “The Political Economy of
Economic Growth in East Asia: South Korea
and Taiwan,” pp. 3-28
Film: A Single Spark (YouTube)
Hee-Yeon Cho and Eun Mee Kim, “State
Autonomy and Its Social Conditions for
Economic Development in South Korea and
Taiwan,” pp. 125-154
Moon, “From Gender and Industrialization to
the Gender Politics of Modern Nation
Building,” pp. 6-8

2/9

The Cold War, Authoritarian Capitalism, Militarized
Modernity, and Export-Oriented Industrialization:
The Rise of the 4 Asian “Tigers”
•
Ichiro Numazaki, “The Export-Oriented
Industrialization of Pacific Rim Nations and
Their Presence in the Global Market,” pp. 6187

2/11

•

Gary Gereffi, “Commodity Chains and
Regional Divisions of Labor in East Asia,” pp.
94-120

2/13

•

Enloe, “Tracking the Militarized Global
Sneaker,” pp. 19-38
Film: Nike Sweatshops: Behind the Swoosh

•
Week 4
2/16

Group Reading Presentations

Mark Juergensmeyer, “Preface: A Friendly
Introduction to Global Studies”
Lisa Lowe, “Globalization” // Niihka

1/30

2/2

Blog Posts

Liberalization/Privatization of the World: IMF, WTO,
World Bank
•
Film: Life and Debt

Blog Post #1 Due – 4 Tigers

•
•

David Perkins
Natalie Williams

•
•
•

Yu Xiang Tey
Brian Carlsen
Alexander Gertz

2/18

•
•

Joseph Stiglitz, “Preface”
Stiglitz, “The Promise of Global Institutions”

2/20

•

Stiglitz, “Freedom To Choose?”

Week 5

Global Structures, Militarized Violence, and the
Question of Embodied Agency in South Korea,
Thailand, and the Philippines
•
Film: The Women Outside
•
Sealing Cheng, “Sexing the Globe” (read up to
the top of p. 35) // Niihka

2/23

2/25

•

Ryan Bishop and Lillian S. Robinson, “In the
Night Market: Tourism, Sex, and Commerce in
Contemporary Thailand” // Niihka
Film: Empower (YouTube)

2/27

•
•

Michel Foucault, “Panopticon”
Film: Cavite

Week 6

Broken Promises of Globalization: The Case of the
Bangladesh Garment Industry
•
Shahidur Rahman, Introduction, pp. ix-xix (919)
•
Rahman, “Bangladesh: A Long History of
Vulnerability,” pp. 1-16
•
Film: Tears in the Fabric (YouTube)

3/2

3/4

•

•

•
3/6

•
•

•
•

Bobby Bergman
Grant Johnson

•
•
•

Madeline Van Ummersen
Chao Jin
Junbo Lin

•
•
•

Xiao Yang
Kexin Zhang
Yixuan Mao

•
•

Guoyou Wu
James Guenther

Rahman, “Garments Industry: An Unchartered
Territory in an Impoverished Country,” pp. 1740”
Film: Tangled Thread (excerpt)
Rahman, “Defining Vulnerability: A Case
Study,” pp. 41-60
Film: The Abuse Behind Cambodian Garment
Worker Protests (YouTube)

Week 7
3/9

Rise of a Global China
•
Ho-Fung Hung, “Introduction: The Three
Transformations of Global Capitalism”

3/11

•

Richard Appelbaum, “Big Suppliers in Greater
China: A Growing Counterweight to the Power
of Giant Retailers”

3/13

•

Ngai Pun and Jenny Chan, “The Spatial
Politics of Labor in China: Life, Labor, and a
New Generation of Migrant Workers”

Week 8
3/16

Asian Crisis and Neoliberalization
•
Stiglitz, “The East Asian Crisis: How IMF
Policies Brought the World to the Verge of a
Global Meltdown”
•
David Harvey, “Freedom’s Just Another
Word…”

3/18

•

David A. Smith, “Neoliberal Globalization and
Resistance: A Retrospective Look at the East

Blog Post #2 - Garment

Asian Crisis”
3/20

•

Film: Peppermint Candy

Blog Post #3 – Smart
Phone

Spring Break

Week 9

3/30

Globalization, Consumption, and Localization
Before Neoliberalization: McDonald’s in Asia
•
James L. Watson, “Introduction:
Transnationalism, Localization, and Fast
Foods in East Asia” pp. 1-38

4/1

•

Yunxiang Yan, “McDonald’s in Beijing: The
Localization of Americana,” pp. 39-76

4/3

•

Sangmee Bak, “McDonald’s in Seoul: Food
Choices, Identity, and Nationalism,” pp. 136160

Week 10

Globalization, Consumption, Localization After
Neoliberalization
•
Ritty Lukose, “Consuming Globalization:
Youth and Gender in Kerala, India”

4/6

4/8

•

Inderpal Grewal, “Traveling Barbie: Indian
Transnationality and New Consumer Subjects”

4/10

•

Jee Eun Song, “The Soybean Paste Girl: The
Cultural and Gender Politics of Coffee
Consumption in Contemporary South Korea”

Week 11

Extreme Makeover: Globalization, Consumption,
and Beauty
•
Film: The Beauty Academy of Kabul
•
Mimi Nguyen, “The Biopower of Beauty:
Humanitarian Imperialisms and Global
Feminisms in the Age of Terror” // Niikha

4/13

4/15

•

Heijin Lee, “Neoliberalism, race, and the
(geo)politics of beauty”

4/17

•

Film: 200 Pound Beauty

Week 12

Hallyu: Production and Circulation
•
Joseph Nye and Youna Kim, “Soft Power and
the Korean Wave”

4/20

4/22
(No
Class)

•

Hye-Kyung Lee, “Cultural Policy and the
Korean Wave: From national culture to
transnational consumerism”

4/24
(No
Class)

•

Kent Ono and Jungmin Kwon, “Re-worlding
Culture? YouTube as a K-pop interlocutor”

Week 13

Hallyu: Consumption
•
Millie Creighton, “Japanese Surfing the
Korean Wave: Drama Tourism, Nationalism,
and Gender via Ethnic Eroticisms”

4/27

Blog Post #4 –
Consumption

Final Group Project
Proposal Due

•
•
•

Xiaoying Wang
Brant Imhoff
Jinjing Lou

•
•
•

Cruz Ramnarine
Yinyue Tao
Haonan Zhou

4/29

•

Jung-Sun Park, “Negotiating identity and
power in transnational cultural consumption”

5/1

•

Liew Kai Khiun, “K-pop dance trackers and
cover dancers: global cosmopolitanization
and local spatialization”

5/4

•

Kdrama film

5/6

•

Guest Speaker: Natalie Yoon

5/8

Presentations of Final Projects-in-progress

•
•

Week 14

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Blog Post #5 Due – Golden
Empire

Brian Hoff
Megan Goins

